BOARD MEMBERS

Yemen Bernal

Year of degree: 

    1997 – Bachelor of Social Work

1998 – Master of Social Work

School attended:

Undergraduate: University of New Hampshire

Graduate: Fordham University

Certifications / Licenses: LCSW

Current job title: Exceptional Education Social Worker, TUSD

Number of years in practice as a school social worker: 13 yrs.

Current practice interests / activities in the school setting: I love the variety of activities I am able to be involved in as a social worker in the school setting; from direct counseling with exceptional education students, to running kindergarten play groups, and from working to develop programs to implementing targeted interventions for high need students.

Prior practice interests / social work experience: In addition to school social work I have worked for the past 15 years in mental health, primarily in the area of crisis intervention with children and adults.

Susan Cadena
 

Year of degree: BS, Justice Studies, 1990

    MSW, 1997

School attended: Arizona State University

Certifications / Licenses: LMSW

Current job title: K-12 Prevention Coordinator

Number of years in practice as a school social worker: 11

Current practice interests / activities in the school setting: I am currently responsible for the development, management and implementation of District K-12 prevention programs, and oversee school social workers.  I establish collaboration opportunities between the school district and community agencies providing services to students and families.

Addressing, advocating for, and supporting the needs of the whole child, while also providing support to district staff, benefits the entire school community.

Prior practice interests / social work experience: I have had the privilege of practicing social work in a variety of settings that have provided me with a wealth of experience.  It has also afforded me the opportunity to meet and work with individuals from all walks of life, which have enhanced my professional growth as a social worker.

I have provided social work services for the U.S. Armed Forces, community social service agencies, educational institutions, child protective service agencies, mental health/medical facilities, crisis intervention/emergency response teams.

Suzette Johnson
Year of degree & degree received: Masters of Education, 2009
School attended: Northern Arizona State University
Current job title: Prevention Specialist
Number of years in practice as a school social worker: 4 years
Current practice interests/activities in the school setting:
Provide support for Native American students and their families, individual counseling , consultation with school administrators, teachers, crisis intervention, recruit students (middle school to high school) for early outreach college programs, provide prevention programs i.e. substance abuse with the coordination with Gila River Health Care Corporation, Arizona Suicide Youth Coalition and the Greater Phoenix Child Abuse Prevention Council Roundtable, provide Native American cultural presentations
Collaborate with local Native American organizations (Arizona Indian Education Association, Urban Indian Coalition of Arizona, Phoenix Indian Center, Native Health, Native American Student Services at Arizona State University) to serve Native American families, assist and organize fundraising opportunities for the Kyrene School District’s Native American Parent Advisory Committee and provide referrals to local community services.
Prior practice interests/social work experience:
Case manager for disable veterans and the Seriously Mentally Ill
Provider Monitor Specialist for Children’s Services
Counselor aid at youth behavioral health center
Child Protective Service worker
Teach students at Chandler Gilbert Community College for the Early Outreach program
Pamela Kane

Year of degree: 2007

School attended: Arizona State University

Certifications / Licenses: LMSW, MaEd in Counseling

Current job title: TAPP Social Worker

Number of years in practice as a school social worker: 4

Current practice interests / activities in the school setting: Pregnant and parenting students

Prior practice interests / social work experience: Prevention Counselor; individual and group counseling in high school setting; worked with students on addiction, self esteem, anger management, etc.

Bronwyn Paes, MSW, LCSW

Year of Degree: 1984

School Attended: University of Oklahoma

Certifications: LCSW

Current Job Title: Adolescent Pregnancy and Parenting Program Coordinator

Number of years in practice as a school social worker: 28

Current practice interests/activities in the school setting: pregnant and parenting teens; drop out prevention; field instruction for Social Work students.

Prior practice interests/social work experience: homeless; elementary social work; shelter services.
